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Dear Val, 
 
Local Implementation Plan and Taxicard funding 
 
Thank you for your reply to me of 14 December following my letter regarding Local 
Implementation Plan and Taxicard funding. Having shared this with fellow Transport Committee 
Members, I am writing now to express our ongoing concerns on this matter. 
 
In last year’s TfL Business Plan there was a commitment that Local Implementation Plan funding 
would be protected for the full five years of the plan. As it stated very clearly: 
 

We are strengthening our relationships with the boroughs and working more closely than 
ever on joint programmes and towards shared goals. The boroughs will be integral to the 
delivery of our Healthy Streets programme. We are committed to maintaining funding for 
Local Implementation Plans at existing levels. Plans will be policy-led and aligned to the new 
Mayor’s Transport Strategy and will provide solutions to local challenges. 

 
As you know, boroughs have had to make some difficult financial decisions over recent years. The 
Mayor’s five-year commitment gave them some certainty with which to plan their works, 
including on crucial elements of the Mayor’s Healthy Streets programme. Discarding this 
commitment will leave boroughs in a very difficult position and we hope you will reconsider this. 
 
If you intend to go ahead with the funding reductions it is important that this change is reflected 
in the Mayor’s final transport strategy. The draft should be amended to clarify which aspects of 
the Healthy Streets programme will not be delivered, or delivered more slowly than previously 
expected. 
 
Regarding Taxicard, we welcome your statement that you will not allow identified savings to 
impact on the service Taxicard provides. However, as you know, the level of service provided by 
Taxicard and other door-to-door services has been inadequate for many years. Disabled 
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Londoners have been let down by TfL and other providers and this needs to change. Services 
need to be reformed and improved as a matter of urgency. We fully expect that a more 
integrated door-to-door service will deliver efficiencies in the future, for instance through a single 
journey booking process, but these have not yet been realised and still seem very distant given 
the slow pace of change.  
 
We would need to see far more detail on your plans in order to be assured that your Taxicard 
budget cuts are restricted to the amounts confirmed to be saved through the joint procurement 
exercise underway or similar schemes. We would also like to see that London boroughs are 
content with these plans.  
 
In my previous letter I asked you to respond clarifying the precise proposed funding changes to 
both the Taxicard scheme and LIP funding over the next five years, including both annual and 
borough-by-borough breakdowns. Please provide this information. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Keith Prince AM 
Chairman, Transport Committee  




